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;~ SOCI AL HOST

BE | T ENACTED, by the Board of Al dennen of the City of Melrose as foll ows:

"Prohi bition agai nst consunption of al coholic beverages by minors on private property"

(a) Legislative Intent:

It is the purpose of this section to protect the public interest, welfare, health and safety
within

the City of Melrose by prohibiting the services to and consunption of al coholic beverages and
drugs by persons under the age of twenty-one (21) at private prenises located within the Gty.
The Board of Al dennen finds that the occurrence of social gatherings at private prem ses where
al cohol i ¢ beverages or drugs are served to or consuned by persons under the age of twenty-one
(21) is harnful to such persons thenselves and a threat to publiewelfare, health and safety.
The Board of Al dennen finds further that persons under the age oftwenty-one (21) often

obtai n al coholic beverages or drugs at such gatherings and that persons who rent, own or

ot herwi se control the premi ses at which such service and/or consunption is occurring will be
more likely to ensure that al coholic beverages and drugs are neither served to nor consuned by
persons under the age of twenty-one (21) at these gatherings.

(b ) Definitions:

For purposes of this section, the followi ng tenns shall be defined as foll ows:

"Al coholic beverage" nmeans any liquor, w ne, beer, spirits, cider or other liquid or solid,
patented or not, conposed of or containing alcohol or spirits, whether or not brewed, fennented
or distilled, and capabl e of bei ng consunmed by a person

"Control" mnmeans the authority and ability to regulate, direct, or dom nate.

"Drug" means any substances recognized as drugs in the official United States Pharnacopoei a

of the United States, or official National Fonnulary, or any supplement to any of them or any
subst ances intended for use in the diagnosis, cure, nmitigation, treatnent, or prevention of

di sease in man or animals; or any substances, other than food, intended to affect the structure,
or any function of the body of man and ani nal s.

"M nor" means any person under the age of twenty-one (21 ).

"Open House Party" means asocial gathering at a residence or other private property with

m nors present.

"Person" neans a human bei ng, and where appropriate, a public or private corporation, an

uni ncor porated associ ation, a partnership, a governnent or governnmental instrunmentality.

"Preni ses" neans a hone, yard, apartnent, condom nium hotel or notel room or other

dwelling unit, or a hall or nmeeting room whether occupied as a dwelling, party or other socia
function, and whether owned, |eased, rented, or used with or w thout conpensation

( ¢) Prohibition: ...~

" NO person who owns, rents or otherw se controls any premi ses shall allow an open house party
to take place at said residence where any al coholic beverage or drug is being unlawfully
possessed, served to or consuned by ninors at said prenises.

( d) Exception:

The provisions of this section shall not apply to:

( 1) The possession or consunption of a drug for which the individual has a current,

valid prescription or as otherw se pernitted by any other applicable |aw

(e) Penalties:

Failure to conply with subsection (c) above shall constitute a violation of this ordinance
puni shabl e by a fine as outlined bel ow

( 1) Fines.

i. Afirst violation of this ordinance shall be punishable by a warning which

shal |l be issued by the Chief of the Melrose Police Departnent.

ii. A second violation of this ordinance at the sane prem ses or by the sane

person, within a twelve (12) nonth period shall be punishable by a fine of

$150.

iii. Athird or subsequent violation of this ordinance at the same premises or

by the sanme person, within a twelve (12) nonth period shall be punishable

bya fine of $300.

(f) The fine schedule prescribed at subsection (e) is based upon a "rolling schedul e"

meaning that in calculating the fine payable the Police Chief or City Solicitor shall count
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backward starting fromthe date of the nbst recent violation of this ordinance to

det erm ne how many previous violations of said ordi nance have taken place at the

prem ses or been commtted by the sane person during the statutory twelve (12) nonth
period. A warning given pursuant to this ordinance shall remain in effect for the

prem ses until a full twelve (12) nonth period has el apsed during which there has been
no response to the prem ses.

(9) Appeal:

Any person upon whomis inposed a fine/penalty pursuant to this ordi nance shall have the
right to appeal the inposition of such fine/penalty in a non-crimnal proceeding by nmaking a
witten request within 21 days to the Cerk Magistrate for the Maiden District Court.

(h) Inconsistency with O her Laws:

(1) If any part or provision of this section is inconsistent with any federal or state
statute, law, rule or regulation, then such statute, law, rule or regul ation shal
prevail .

]

~ (2) If any part or provision of this section or the applicability thereof to any person or
100; circunstance be adjudged invalid by a court of conpetent jurisdiction, such

j udgrment shall be confined in its operation to the part or provision of or application
directly involved in the controversy in which such judgnent shall have been

rendered and shall not affect or inpair the validity of the remainder of this section,

or the application thereof to other persons or circunstances.

3

file:///C|/DOCUME~1/LIBRAR~1.HEA/LOCALS~1/Temp/~LWFO0000.txt (2 of 2) [1/8/2010 10:46:46 AM]



	Local Disk
	file:///C|/DOCUME~1/LIBRAR~1.HEA/LOCALS~1/Temp/~LWF0000.txt


